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The chapters are simple and easy to follow with plenty ofroom along the margins to take
additional notes. The clinical considerations at the end ofeach section are also helpful in
showing how cell biology plays a role in pathology.
For a quick review, this book also provides figures and tables that summarize the
information in an integrative way. These figures are helpful in understanding the whole
picture after reading the points. For the most part, the diagrams are self-explanatory. The
only figure that falls short in its educative purpose is the one on cellular junctions.
Unfortunately, the pictures of the different junctions are provided without labels.
However, it must be remembered that Cell Biology is only a review book, and although
the figures can be helpful, there may be a need to supplement this book with another for
the pictures.
Overall, Cell Biology and Histology is a good investment for Board review. It is a
quick and easy way to relearn the basic concepts of cell biology and more.
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A Melancholy Scene ofDevastation is a collection of essays that were presented at a
conference held at the College of Physicians of Philadelphia on October 1, 1993 to mark
the 200th anniversary of the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia. The epidemic left
5000 dead and hundreds of children orphaned. Many citizens fled, and the city became
paralyzed with fear. The main purpose ofthe essays in this book is to analyze the public's
response to the epidemic. The opinions and actions of notable historical figures such as
Dr. Benjamin Rush and Thomas Jefferson are intertwined with those of the ordinary
Philadelphians. From Philip Lapsansky's essay on the role ofAfrican Americans during
the epidemic to the political battles drawn over the epidemic in Martin Pernick's essay, the
book offers diverse views of the community's response to yellow fever.
Melancholy Scene opens with an introductory chapter about yellow fever. Estes pro-
vides a brief clinical and historical backdrop for the essays to come. From there, each
author presents an aspect of the public's response to yellow fever. Daniel Nord looks at
how newspapers played an important role in disseminating information to a desperate
populace. This is followed by Sally Griffith's analysis of a popular yellow fever publica-
tion, A ShortAccount ofthe Malignant Fever by Matthew Carey. In the essays that follow,
the reader learns about the possible political motivations behind Dr. Rush's blood letting
cures and burgeoning ofpublic health measures in the wake ofthe epidemic.
Estes and Smith have produced a fascinating read about the yellow fever. The fact that
each section is written by a different author drives home the complexity of the epidemic.
The reader sees how one figure such as the publisher Matthew Carey can appear in many
different spheres, doing essentially the same things but for different purposes. For exam-
ple, his publication was originally an entrepreneurial project, which ultimately became a
source of information for the public but a source of discontent among ethnic groups and
political parties. In turn, each of these perspectives influenced the course of action taken
in Philadelphia by its leaders.
As noted by the editors, the public response to this yellow fever epidemic is relevant
to us today, especially in light oftheAIDS epidemic. In his concluding essay, Smith looks
at the meaning of community in Philadelphia in 1793. After reading this essay, one can-
not help but draw the parallel between the two epidemics. It raises the questions: How isBook Reviews 43
society kept together? and What do we hold as the basic fabric of society? Each essay in
this volume portrays one aspect of the yellow fever epidemic, yet there are many essays.
Is there one primary factor that drives all others? The reader is left to draw his or her own
conclusions, and in this way, A Melancholy Scene ofDevastation becomes more thanjust
an informative read about yellow fever in Philadelphia, but an interactive one, too.
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History extends behind the present as an indefinite, almost unlimited, time line,
with anthropologists and archeologists digging into the Earth looking for clues. Yet, these
dig sites need not be the exotic sands of the Egyptian desert or the jungles of the Aztec.
They can be here in the United States underneath highways or lost in forgotten fields.
What are they? Cemeteries.
In a series of essays, Bodies ofEvidence presents the scientific, logistical and legal
issues underlying the study ofcemetery remains in the United States. From the black slave
cemetery in the South to a long forgotten public cemetery on highway land, Grauer high-
lights each ofthese issues through this set ofessays. The first part ofthis book deals with
"Issues and Consideration" in undertaking a such a study. The other two sections are
"Assessment of Demographic Patterns" and "Reconstructing Patterns in Health and
Disease."
The essays have been written by recognized authorities in forensic anthropology, and
as a group, their writings are clear and smooth. Graphs and tables are nicely laid out for
easy use and comprehension. All the authors give brief explanations of their methodolo-
gies, which is very helpful to the non-specialist. However, at the same time, it would have
been useful to begin each main part with a short preface highlighting the major issues or
points. Although Grauer does provide an overall outline for the book in the preface, some
small pointers would make reading the full collection ofessays more meaningful.
Each essay describes a different cemetery site and a different purpose of analysis,
which makes them enjoyable to read. One learns how the health of a population in the
1800s can be assessed from skeletal remains and then compared to the death records of
the town. From such data, a picture can be drawn about the environment, and sometimes
the social structure, of the society. In addition, the book also discusses various technical
methods from tissue preservation to discovering old cemeteries without any digging.
Although Bodies ofEvidence was written explicitly for professionals and students in
archeology and anthropology, it is written so that interested non-specialists can become
acquainted with the field. For some, the text may seem too technical at times, but the
excitement of the "dig" makes it worth it.
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